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LETTER 


. rom a Gentleman i in Glaſgow, 
. to his Friend in e 


EOS ERNI e 


The Dial of the Glaſgow Priſoners 10 bing in 5 the Cate 
e Edinburgh. | 
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INCEI came hither from the 3 lat Week, 
I underſtand that the Prifoners carried from this to 
yo ur Caſtle in July laſt, are to be tried before the 
ords of Jnſticiary on Friday next: as totheſe that 
ſhall be found guilty of -pillaging Waufield's Houſe in ſo 
wicked a Manner, let them be puniſhed with the utmoſt Se. 
verity of Law, and I am ſure all honeſt Subjects will ſay 
Amen to their juſt Sentence. But I am much ſurprized to 
hear, that thoſe Priſoners who followed the Soldiers, who 
had inhumanely murdered fo many of their Fellow SubkGs: 
- 'ſhould be reckoned the greateſt Criminals. And are, as ol as 
tze others, indited and to be tried for their Lives as Felons, : 
I much miſtake it, if the Law of Nature and of all 
_ civiliſed Nations does not Warrand every SubxQ, when. 
Blood is ſhed in fa open a Manner, 'to raiſe the Hue and 
Cry and follow the Murderers, and apprehend thm if they 
N — that they may be brought to Juſtice. % 
I am ſo far from thinking this a Crime, far leſs Felonny, that 
Iam of Opinion it is their 47 Duty, and intitles ow 
ratner 


PISS. 1 | 
rather to a reward, as well as the apprehending a Robber 
or Highwayman. 3 

I ſhall ſuppoſe a Caſe, that · Tm perſwaded will never hap- 
pen under ſuch a regular and mild Government, as that of 
his Majeſty's, That the King ſhould give a Warrand to 
any Officer of the Army, to attack the Perſon of an out- 
law or Rebel and kill him, where ever he found him; and 
ſuppoſe that Officer ſhould execute this Warrand at the 
Croſs of Edinburgh or any part of the publick Street of that, 
or any other City, I beheve every Body will reckon it the 
Duty of the Subjects that happned to be preſent, to appre- 
hend that Officer, and deliver him up to ſaſe Cuſtody till he 
de legally tryed, tho? no doubt the Production of his War- 
rand would ſave him. There is little Difference between this 
and the Caſe of Glaſzow on the25th of June laſt, where eight 
Perſons moſtly innocent, were barbarouſly murdered on the 
Spot, and more than twice that Number wounded, and that 
not only without any Warrand, but ſo far as Tunderſtand 
the Matter, directly contrary to Law; for whatever the 
Soldiery might do in attacking a- tumultons. Mob, before 
the Riot Act was framed. and paſſed into a Law; Primo 
Georgii, yet ſurely, fince that Time, to attack them in any 
other Manner, than is in that Act directed, is contrary to 
Law and puniſhable. . 

I have not that AR juſt now before me, but as I can re- 
member, it directs in the plaineſt Manner, that no violence 
mould be done, much leſs firing ſharp ſhot, till an Hour 
after that part of the Act be publickly read, and that for a 
very juſt and obvious Reaſon, ro wit till either the. Mob 


diſperſe themſelves or at leaſt that innocent People who hap- 


pen to be preſent about their lawful Buſineſs, may withdraw 
themſelves out of Harms Way: And that this was the very 
Caſe in Glaſgom that fatal Day plainly appears: A ſew Wo. 
men. and Boys gathered near the Guard and ſome Stones 
were thrown that hurt no Body, when Captain On, 
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did in ſo raſh, bloody and inconſiderate a Manner order 
the firſt firing, whereby two innocent Perſons were killed 
dead; Notwithſtanding whereof, that bloody Man ordered 
firing again and again, till 6 more were killed on the Spot or 
at Windows and 19 wounded, fome whereof died ſince of 
their Wounds, all or moſt of them innocent Subjects, as does 
now plainly appear by a full and exact Account of that 
whole Affair, printed from Affidavits of many Eye - witneſ⸗ 
fes of the greateſt Veracity, N ; 4 
But for onse I ſhall ſuppoſe that Captain Baſbell had act- 
ed legally, was it any Wonder that the Inhabitants, obſer- 
ing ſo many of their innocent Neighbours killed and wound- 
ded, ſhould run after the Murderers, if poiſible, to bring them 
to Jultice. | 3 * 
do indeed own they acted a very imprudent part, to fol- 
low an armed regular Force, whom they could never un- 
agine they could apprehend without much more Bloodſhed, 
but a thing may be lawful, that at ſome Times and in ſome 
Caſes is far from being convenient. A Man has a legal 
and natural Right to defend himſelf againſt a Robber, or to 
follow and apprehend him, but if that Robber be better hors'd 
or arm'd, Prudence directs to forbear it, as not convenient; 


N ſo, whatever right the People had to purſue ſuch Bloody 


en, or apprehend them to bring them to Juſtice, yet want- 


ing proper Arms and a ſufficient Force, it became conveni- 
ent, and was indeed their Wiſdom to defiſt, which they did 


after following them a Mile or two, when ſeeing the Soldiers 
reſolute and kept together in a Body, they returned, bring · 
ing back only two Straglers with them, from all which Ithink, 
I may be allowed to reckon them guilty of no Crime. | 
Lam therefore very confident, that. the Honourable Lords 
of Juſticiary, who are Guardians of the Subjects Lives and» 
Fortunes, when the Caſe is fairly pleaded: before them, will 
according to their wonted candor: and Juſtice, deſert the 
Diet againſt thoſe. who only followed the Soldiers as ſaid + 
| | and 
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and particularly, That the ght Honourable the Lord Juſ- 
tice General, who may probably preſide in that Court, and 
who is ſo well ſeen in our Laws, will be far from making a 
Stretch on the Liberty of the Subject: Thoſe very Liberties, 
{o often eſpouſed by his worthy Progenitors, and alas ! too 
often defended by their Blood, | 
Shall the King's Officers and Soldiers be exempted from 
Puniſhment, when they kill and deſtroy contrary to Law. 
J can ſay little to the common Soldiers who were under Com- 
mand, tho* their Diſobedience might juſtly plead Excuſe 
for them. But if Captain Buſhe!l that commanded, | 
and Lieutenant Thurloc, who at his own Hand piſtolled -| 
two innocent Men dead on the Spot, ſhall not be tried for 
their Crimes, the Liberty of the Subje is at an End, and 
ro Man's Lite is ſafe. But I am contident our Judges will 
vindicate the honour of Law and Juſtice, when they ſhall 
know the uttermoſt of this Affair. | 
: ; | I am, Oc. 

Glaſgow, Sept. 
14 1726. 


V. S. In the printed Account of the unhappy Affairs in this 
Place which no doubt is in your Hands, there is a very remark- 
able Circumſtance omitted by the Author of that Account, 
which I thought proper to inſert here, viz. on that Day when 
our Magiſtrats were by the Lord Advocat's Order, committed 
to the Priſon of Gla go. there happned to be ry we. on the 
Street a young Gentleman from Thorn one of the Profeſſors of 
the Proteſtant College in that City, and Nephew to the Preſident 
of Thorn who, among others, was barbarouſly murdered there; 
this Gentleman, ſeeing our Magiſtrats committed, did with | 
Tears in his Eyes, expreſs hi:#ſe}{ thus to two of his Ac- 
quaintances that ſtood befide him, 5 5 
. This brings ny Uncle's Treatment at Thorn, ſo freſh to my Me- 
#0'y, that Ican ſcarce reſrain Tears, but "tis your great Hapt- 
veſs, you ha ve another ſort of 6 King, than we huve. 
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